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CONTARINI FLEMING:

skeleton of a ravaged town. At the end of the plain, im-
mediately backed by lofty mountains, and jutting into the
beautiful lake that bears its name, we suddenly came upon
the city.of Yanina ; suddenly, for a long tract of gradually
rising ground had hitherto concealed it from our sight. At
the distance from which I first beheld it, this city, once, if
not the largest, one of the most thriving and brilliant in the
Turkish dominions, was still imposing ; but when I entered,
I soon found that all preceding desolation had been only
preparative to the vast scene of destruction now before nie.
We proceeded through a street winding in its course, but of
great length. Ruined houses, mosques with their tower
only standing, streets utterly razed : these are nothing. We
met with great patches of ruin a mile square, as if an army
of locusts had had the power, of desolating the works of
man, as well as those of G-od. The great heart of the city
was a sea of ruins : arches and pillars, isolated and shattered,
still here and there jutting forth, breaking the uniformity
of the annihilation, and turning the horrible into the pic-
turesque. The great bazaar, itself a little town, had been
burnt down only a few days before my arrival by an infuriate
band of Albanian warriors, who heard of the destruction of
their chiefs by the Grand Vizir. They revenged themselves
on tyranny by destroying civilisation,

But while the city itself presented this mournf ol appear-
ances its other characteristics were anything but sad. At this
moment a swarming population, arrayed in eveiy possible
and fanciful costume, buzzed and bustled in all directions.
As I passed on, and myself of course not unobserved, where
a Frank Had not penetrated for nine years, a thousand
objects attracted my restless attention and roving eye.
Everything was so strange and splendid, that for a moment
I forgot that this was an extraordinary scene even for the
East, and gave up my fancy to a full credulity in the now
almost obsolete magnificence of oriental life. I longed to